
4 November 2012: Preached by Elder John Leong 

Topic: TULIP – Perseverance of the Saints 

Scripture Text: Romans 8: 29-39 

 

1. Definition of Perseverance of the Saints: 

Perseverance means to continue all the way despite obstacles and difficulties. A true believer in 

Jesus Christ will continue all the way to follow Jesus Christ till he reaches Heaven. A short simple 

definition will be "Once saved, Always saved". The eternal destiny of a Christian is settled the moment 

he trusts in Jesus Christ as his Saviour. Jesus Christ will be his Saviour now and always. 

 

2. Biblical proof texts to believe in the Perseverance of the Saints using the first 4 points of Calvinism: 

a) Total Depravity - a totally depraved man can never persevere to follow Christ on his own. But the 

power of Christ can enable him to do it. 1 Peter 1:5 and Phil 1:6 speak of the power of Christ that will 

keep a believer till the end. Perseverance of the Saints is also known as the Preservation of the 

Saints. It is indeed God who perseveres all the way to keep us till we are safe in Heaven. 

b) Unconditional Election - Romans 8:29-30 tells us that God foreknow His elect, and then 

predestinate them, and then call them, and then justify them and finally to glorify them. God has 

planned and determined all things from election to glorification for His children. 

c) Limited Atonement - John 10:27-28 shows us that when Jesus died for us, He gives us eternal life 

and we will never perish and no one can pluck us out of His Hand. The atonement of Christ will lead 

to everlasting life. 

d) Irresistible Grace - John 6:37tells us that all the elect will come to Christ. The inward calling of the 

Holy Spirit will enable the elect to respond to Christ. The great assurance is that the elect will not be 

cast out and Christ shall not lose any of His elect at all. 

 

3. It is important that this precious doctrine is not abused or misused by some to claim they can live 

their own lives of sin since they are assured of Heaven. The Bible has clear teaching of the 

characteristics of the "saints" , the saved ones who truly believe in Christ. They are: 

a) Obedience to God (1 John 2:3-4; Heb 12;14) 

b) Endure and continue to the end to follow Jesus Christ (John 8:31; Matt 24:13) 

 

4. It is most important that we must give diligence to make our calling and election sure (2 Peter1:10). 

Be very sure we are saved in Jesus Christ. 


