
8 September 2013: Preached by Elder John Leong 

Topic: The Mark of the Committed Christian 

Scripture Text:  John 13: 31-38 

  

1. John 13:31 to 16:33 was the farewell speech Jesus gave to His 11 disciples the night before His 

death on the cross. These were precious instructions for them. The Lord started the instructions by 

telling them the 3 marks of a committed Christian. Jesus was soon to leave them on this earth and the 

disciples would be the people the world would hear and see the Gospel message. 

  

2. The first mark of the committed Christian is his unswerving focus on God’s glory (v.31-33). The 

committed Christian’s preoccupation is his Lord’s glory and not about himself. When God is glorified, 

all can see and know and experience His attributes. In v.31-32, the word “glory’ appears 5 times and 

every time it is about Christ’s glory and the Heavenly Father’s glory.  

  

3. The glory of Jesus Christ is tied to the cross in His death for us. Jesus Christ is glorified at the cross 

because we can truly see divine love and mercy manifested to sinner. We see divine wisdom in the 

salvation plan of God. God the Father is glorified too because we can see His faithfulness to keep His 

Word to send a Saviour to save us. The glory of Jesus Christ is not just at the cross but through all 

ages to come. The Bible tells us when Jesus returns again, all knees will bow to Him and all tongues 

will confess He is God to the glory of God the Father. 

  

4. The second mark of the committed Christian is his unending love for the brethren (v.34=35). We 

are to love each other, and not pick only those who are loveable. We are to love with the standard 

Jesus has set which is how He loves us. Only in this way, the world will see that we are Jesus’ 

disciples. 

  

5. The third mark of the committed Christian is his unfailing loyalty to his Master Jesus Christ (v.36-

38). The disciple Peter failed the test of loyalty in denying the Lord Jesus 3 times though he had said 

he was willing to die for Jesus. Peter failed in his loyalty test because he boasted too much, prayed 

too little and followed too far from Christ.  There is a big gap between promised loyalty and actual 

loyalty.  The Lord Jesus is calling every true Christian to be committed to Him and to be 100% 

committed to Him. 
 


