
Date: 13 November 2022 

Speaker: Rev Quek Suan Yew 

Topic: Labour Wisely! 

Text: Proverbs 23:4-5 

  

1. The word “labour” used in the Bible can mean work in general, toiling or toil to the 

point of exhaustion. The “labour” used in Proverbs 23:4 is the third one. When Adam 

and Eve fell into sin, God cursed the ground and man has to toil and labour in this 

world. Hence, there is nothing wrong with working hard in this world but it must be 

done with the right motive. 

2. The goal of labour is not to be rich (v4a). Do not work to the point of exhaustion in 

order to gain more material things. God is never against people who are rich. There 

are examples of rich people in the Bible whom God blessed like Abraham, Joseph 

and Solomon. The problem is those who are driven by riches. The love of money 

causes many to fall into sin. Nobody can tell what we are motivated by except 

ourselves and God. Therefore, we must labour wisely. 

3. Do not reason within yourselves with your own wisdom (v4b). Some people reason 

that they need more money in order to give their children a good life. As a child of 

God, do not use the mindset of the world to reason within yourself. Riches do not 

solve problems; it merely replaces problems. In whatever state you are in, lean upon 

God’s wisdom which is holy, good and righteous. When you labour with God’s 

wisdom, you can be a good testimony to others. 

4. The result of labouring for riches is vain (v5). Why would anyone set his eyes upon 

riches, which will fly away? Everything that we have on earth can be destroyed by 

moth or rust, or it can be stolen by thieves. At the end of our lives, we will leave this 

world naked (Job 1:21). Therefore, do not set your affection on things of this world, 

for you will surely regret it. 

  

Labour for what God deems as gold, silver and precious stone 

 


