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1. As long as the church is in the world, she is bound to suffer. When there is sin or 

persecution, the church suffers. How should the church respond? What is the church 

suffering for? Jesus Christ will assess the churches. 

 

2. The church of Smyrna had no condemnation, only commendations from the Lord. 

They were suffering for Christ and for the truth. Let us be prepared to endure 

suffering, to remember that Christ is sovereign over all things and not lose heart. It is 

a privilege to suffer for Christ, for Christ Himself suffered for our sakes. 

 

3. The Lord is the controller of sufferings. But we must make sure we are suffering 

for Christ, for the right reasons. Believers in Smyrna were undergoing tribulation 

because they rejected idolatry. They were poor, yet spiritually rich. Let us be 

prepared for the spiritual battles in our Christian walk. 

 

4. May we persevere in our suffering, to be faithful unto death. God is in control of 

the intensity and duration of our suffering. The crown of life and eternal life in 

Heaven await those with genuine faith. 


