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1. Simplicity can refer to one who is “open-minded”. An example of a simple one is 

parents who say to themselves: “I will let my child choose whether to be a Christian 

or not.” They are simple because they think they are kind and clever, not knowing 

their child is born with a sinful nature. You are not letting your child choose 

anything. By your silence, you are condemning your child to hell. Is this not foolish 

behaviour? A simple one is also one that is motivated by money. As long as one is 

carnal-minded, one shall be a fool. 

2. Proverbs was written to the Israelites, surrounded by a culture ordained by God. God 

was not warning Gentile nations; He was referring to His people, Israel. They had 

God’s Word, yet despite that, why did they love carnality? The streets refer to broad 

open spaces (v20). At that junction, wisdom is shouting out loud to all that want to 

hear. We have so many available resources for us to know God’s Word. The Word of 

God is ready for people to listen to (v21). God has not and will not hide His truth. The 

question is if we are willing to listen, to get ourselves out of the state of simplicity. 

We cannot remain as babes in Christ. We must desire to get out of simplicity. Do not 

be like Lot. If we call ourselves Christians yet remain in simplicity, we may not be 

truly born again. We have a new nature now which is of holiness. 

3. The way to get out of simplicity is this: to acknowledge before God that one is a 

simple one (v22). If you hold on to the idea that you are not, you will never change. 

Only a sick person will seek a physician (see Luke 5:31). Only a sinner will seek a 

Saviour. We cannot be born again except to be born of God.  

4. Experiencing the solution of coming out of simplicity (v23). “Turn you”- refers to a 

continuous turning. Keep on turning at God’s reproof. We are now God’s children 

living in a deadly and evil world. The world will continue to impact and influence us. 

Do not turn your back and reject God’s Word. Why do we love simplicity so much 

that when the Word of God rebukes us that we resist it? Turn to the Lord, and He 

will pour His Spirit unto us. Do not measure yourself by wealth. It is foolishness to 

measure yourself by the abundance of what you possess. Measure yourself by your 

walk with Christ.  

Sinners, turn: why will ye die? 

God, your Maker, asks you Why; 

God, who did your being give, 

Made you with Himself to live. 

-Charles Wesley (1742) 
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